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materials, and a finished product that is safe, functional, attractive, and durable. 
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome

PPurpose of Document
These Design Guidelines will help with: 

• Understanding the Bay Area Water Trail program, including 
facility eligibility and accessibility criteria

• Understanding Site Selection Consideration by addressing 
shoreline characteristics along rivers, sloughs, and the Bay 

• Addressing Users’ Launch Needs by looking at the various 
types of users and watercraft, amount of traffic, and 
accessibility needs 

• Understanding Launch Design Criteria that can be shared 
with a contractor, designer, or manager depending on the 
complexity of the site

• Promoting Your Bay Area Water Trail Project by offering tips 
to help make decisions about appropriate launch design and 
construction and by helping to gain community support. 

This document is intended for facility and trail planners, designers and landscape architects, and park and recreation project leaders 
when planning, building, or updating access sites that are tailored to the needs of non-motorized small boats, including kayaks,
stand-up paddleboards, rowing shells, dragon boats, and kiteboards. The types of amenities and site design are detailed with 
specific examples from the Bay Area, which are intended to assist during the planning and design phase of a water access project. 
Specific engineering, construction details, and ADA design requirements are largely beyond the scope of this document. 

Alviso Marina County Park, Santa Clara CountyAl i M i  C t P k S t Cl C t
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